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As part of the Safer chemicals challenge, 
the HI 2.0 initiative eliminates the use of all 
flame retardants, formaldehyde, perfluori-
nated compounds, polyvinyl chloride (PVc) 
and antimicrobials in non-medical furniture 
and furnishings.

“HealthTrust is committed to the HI  
initiative as we contract for products in 
the furniture and furnishings category,”  
says Mike Arredondo, director of Strategic 
Sourcing at HealthTrust. “The Safer 
chemicals challenge is a priority for many 
of our members so it’s also a priority for us.” 

According to an HH fact sheet, the pur-
pose of the HI initiative is to: “Promote 
public and environmental health and help 
accelerate the transformation of the furnish-
ings market to safer products, while also 
reducing disposal costs and liability.”

All HealthTrust manufacturers and 
distributors offer furniture that meets HI 
requirements, says Vanessa Perutelli, 
portfolio manager of Strategic Sourcing at 
HealthTrust. “our suppliers will consult 
with members at no additional charge to 
help them meet the guidelines when making 
purchasing decisions.”

The following HealthTrust members are 
making strides in fulfilling HI goals:

Case study 
hackensack university medical Center,  

a member of hackensack meridian health

Located in Hackensack, New Jersey, 
HackensackuMc decided to purchase 
HI-compliant products when it remodeled 
its patient lounges. 

“As a hospital, we shouldn’t be exposing 
our patients to any harmful chemicals,” says 
Kyle Tafuri, senior sustainability advisor. 
“Toxins like flame retardants can cause 
immediate negative reactions, and we don’t 
think they should be in furniture at all. We 
try to eliminate these kinds of exposures, so 
with something as simple as furniture, it’s 
a no-brainer to purchase safe furnishings.” 

Tafuri is passionate about the impor-
tance of supporting the Healthy Interiors 
initiative. “It’s easy to get behind because 
it uses purchasing power to make a real 
difference in the health of the community, 
which is the hospital’s mission,” he says. 
“Many chemicals on the market are directly 

linked to chronic diseases that we are trying 
to prevent. The healthcare industry can use 
its dollars to drive the market to produce 
healthier furniture.”  

HackensackuMc has been able to save 
money purchasing HI-compliant furni-
ture from Staples business Advantage, 
a HealthTrust supplier. “The choice was 
good for our patients, and it saved money,” 
Tafuri says.

Case study 
hospital sisters health system

Hospital Sisters Health System (HSHS), 
with facilities in Wisconsin and Illinois, is 
also “heavily invested in sustainability and 
environmental projects,” says Rick Beckler, 
director of environment. (Learn more about 
Beckler’s commitment to environmental 
issues on page 75.) HSHS has purchased 
HI-compliant furniture from HealthTrust 
suppliers Herman Miller, Staples, Synergy 
and Interior Design Services (IDS). 

In the Housekeeping/environmental 
Services department, the system has moved 
from chemical-heavy to more green-based 
cleaning products, too. “We put these envi-
ronmental stipulations right in the contract,” 
beckler says. “It helps all of our employees 
understand that we’re serious about making 
progress with our sustainability efforts.”

Case study 
holy Cross health

Holy cross Health opened a new hospi-
tal in Germantown, Maryland, in october 
2014 that joins another in nearby Silver 
Spring. “Since we were starting from the 
ground up, we decided it was a good time 
to begin more environmental initiatives,” 
says John Baltosiewich, director of Supply 
chain Sustainability. “We purchased most 
of our furniture from HealthTrust suppliers 
IDS and Herman Miller with environmental 
ratings on them in terms of the chemicals, 
paints and post-consumer recycled content 
that were used in their manufacturing.”  

While the hospital in Germantown was 
under construction, a new patient tower 
was also being built at the Silver Spring 
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HealthTrust has made environmental stewardship a  
priority by participating in the Healthier Hospitals (HH) 
Healthy Interiors (HI) initiative, a program of Health Care 
Without Harm and Practice Greenhealth. To meet HI’s 2.0 
goal, hospitals have to ensure that 30 percent of their 
annual furniture and furnishings purchases (based on cost) 
are HI-compliant products, free of hazardous chemicals. 

“IT’s easy To GeT beHInd [THe HI InITIaTIve] 
beCause IT uses PurCHasInG PoWer To make  
a real dIfferenCe In THe HealTH of THe  
CommunITy, WHICH Is THe HosPITal’s mIssIon.”   
Kyle tafuri, senior sustainability advisor, HackensackumC
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location, whose environmental efforts up 
to then didn’t extend much beyond yard 
trash and bottle recycling, baltosiewich 
says. “We switched to purchasing furni-
ture and other products that fall in line 
with HI.”  

Holy cross Health is thrilled with its 
HI-compliant furniture. “It looks great,” 
says baltosiewich. “It’s just as durable and 
comfortable. We purchased the furniture 
for our intensive care unit and our cardiac 
intensive care unit, and the infection control 
people are very happy with it.” 

Does HI-compliant Furniture Cost Less?
The cost of HI-compliant furniture is 

often comparable to that of “non-green” 
furniture. but since HealthTrust contracts 

cover four distributors with over 300 
brands each (and two manufacturers), 
pricing “depends on variables, such as 
availability, volume sold and any new tech-
nology utilized,” Perutelli says. 

In instances when HI-compliant prod-
ucts are more expensive, baltosiewich adds, 
they’re worth the extra cost because they 
meet his hospital’s broader sustainability 
goals.

For its part, HealthTrust is “trying to pro-
actively push HI-compliant products and 
make sure they’re easily identifiable and 
available to our members,” Arredondo says. 
“Greater access and availability will drive 
down prices and make these products more 
cost-effective for everyone.”

buying HI-compliant products is not only 
beneficial for the environment, but “it’s also 
a marketing tool we can use,” baltosiewich 
says. “Holy cross Germantown Hospital is 
LeeD Gold certified, and we’re working on 
getting additional LeeD Gold certification 
for the products we use, which will help us 
stand out in our community as environmen-
tally conscious.”

When considering HI-compliant furni-
ture, start by connecting with HealthTrust. 
“Sit down with the Strategic Sourcing 
team,” beckler says. “They can point you to 
contracts in its environmentally Preferable 
Purchasing program. HealthTrust has a 
very engaged and accommodating sus-
tainability group (its environmental 
Sustainability Network) to help research 
new products.” •

For more information on HealthTrust-
contracted manufacturers and distributors 
that offer furniture and furnishings that meet 
the HI guidelines, visit the Sustainability  
section of the Member Portal.

HealthTrust is in the process of refreshing the 
furniture category for 2017. Look forward to 
expanded HI-compliant options as well as 
access to more regional dealers.
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